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e : ST TR TR STeftefedlent s & Amfivam vy
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o @ Y AT, qﬁjﬁmwn%maanmmmmmm
%mwmmm Caste BT 153 wif Tee Casta 7T
mmmﬁmm.mﬁwwm A FMTTE B
ﬁmm&ngagufaﬁﬁmaﬁamwﬁﬁmm 37T BX, v, e
git History of Caste in India 91 79Ut ST AT YreqTe1 ATeftelt S TR The
word caste : This is of Spanish and Portuguese origin. Casta means pure,

The Spaniards were the first to use it but its Indian Application is from
Portuguese, who had so applied it in the middle of the fifieenth century.’?

T U9 ST ST WISA @ FRET "a social group having two
characteristics: (i) membership is confined to those who are born of members
and includes all persons so born ; (ii) the members are forbidden by an

inexorable social law to marry outside the group")?

Inthe transition from Vedic religion to Hinduism proper, one important
feature is the developmentof the stratified social system that in India became
known as the caste system. Texts dating from thelate centuries before the
Common Era, such as the Laws of Manu, began to make clear that the
fourclasses found in the Vedas were now seen as stratified social entities.
Rules and social laws beganto be passed down, not universally, but in terms
of each class or "birth" (jati) division. Brahmins,here, were placed at the
apex of the pyramid, because of their priestly positions. (However, they
were also not allowed to accumulate large amounts of wealth and could not
hold positions of direct political power.) Next were the warriors, or
Kshatriyas, who held kin gly and administrative power. The large body of
the people, the Vish, or Vaishya, were farmers or merchants. The lowest
class were the Sh udras, born, it was thought, 10 be servants. As time went
o1 and the tradition expanded its reach into all parts of India, indigenous
tribes and other groups entering the society of Aryans were absorbed at an
even lower rung of the social ladder. Eventually the concept of the
untouchable (contemporary Dalit) was created to refer to people whom the
UPPer castes would not even allow to be near or to touch them. Hinduism
developed into 4 society where people became ranked rigidly by occupation.
III;T iS:'it:telrdotal p(?sitior'l, or priestly wctrk, was c.onsidercd purest, W-ork
i OTIT? ‘iEd dealing with the f:lead, carrion, cleaning of sewers, sweeping,
it mu such tasks, was considered "unclf:an" and was per_formed only by

ry untouchables.‘\felassery, Sebastian, smaen "Casteism and Human
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Rights: toward an Ontology of the Social Order 71 w4 wgoram "¢ canalgg
defined as an endogamous and hereditary subdivision of an ethn-c

S " . . 1
unitoccupying a position of superior or inferior rank of so .

o cial Csteem in
comparison with other such subdivisions.®
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i, TeTee JAfergeht AT Castes in India Their Mechanism, Gepegis

and Development I1 TigTa 87, Avfhes, fodt i f Fawm gy
ST = sarEa feeiedn Ted o1 Qe .

Mr. Senart, a French authori.y, defines a caste as "a close corporaticy,
in theory at any rate rigorously hereditary : equipped with a certaip
traditional and independent organisation, including a chief and a council,
meeting on occasion in assemblies of more or less plenary authority and
joining together at certain festivals : bound together by common
occupations, which relate more particularly to marriage and to food and to
questions of ceremonial pollution, and ruling its members by the exercise
of jurisdiction, the extent of which varies, but which succeeds in making
the authority of the community more felt by the sanction of certain penalties
and, above all, by final irrevocable exclusion from the group".

Mr. Nesfield defines a caste as "a class of the community which disowns
any connection with any other class and can neither intermarry nor eatnor
drink with any but persons of their own community",

H. Risley, "a caste may be defined as a collection of families or groups
of families bearing a common name which usually denotes or is associated
With specific occupation, claiming common descent from a mythicd
ancestor, human or divine, pro fessing to follow the same prol‘cssliun.ﬂ
callings and are regarded by those who are competent to give an opinion

forming a single homogencous community" ST TUTd IR e TaeInEl
11 el @ YA Fe0E the final analysis creation of Castes, S0 far

AL

Indiais concerned, means the superposition of endogamy on c.\'0111"“-"'%{5erl
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aF RS ICAGES T 9ut=T 7o Caste is doubtlessly a closed group.?

.. acorporate group, exclusive and, in theory at least, rigorously
hereditary. It possesses a certain tradi.lionnl and independent organization,
a chief and a council, and as occasion demands it meets in assemblies
endowed with mo-rc_or‘[css full authority. Often united in the celebration of
certain festivals, it is further bound together by a common profession and
by the practice of common customs which bear more especially upon
marriage, food, and various cases of impurity. Finally, it is armed, in order
{0 assure its authority, with a jurisdiction of fairly wide extent, capable by
(he infliction of certain penalties, especially of banishment, either absolute
or revocable, of enforcing the power of the community. Such, briefly, is the

caste system.* 39T SRS SATEAT Emile Charles Marie Senart 371 s1eeq,
< ST A1 TUT HATAT T FrAmaTe S sren smaner g
¥l IR, TTHE AT A’ G T2V w47 FRfire dame waw s
Rt 21T 3T UTATE HOM T AT S 1 G S & G
F@1 4 TE A G STl Fna,

7 el Tl s fofa avef i aveen simavr v fofarer 3 @ weomt
STEE & SHAeEE! TEUarard! Siid] fshal GyarTaid Uit SAqgR FudTd
AR, I TS AN R B S €IS YA 318 AT AT FHIATT aTAT
HHRRTHE S0} Y19 14,

TR ST 329 + T A= T e I Fraersa Jeugerme
R, AT SIS o1 @ eV, SEq &1, WG e v 71T Ty
T ATy @ fafay Tt € Hered SISATER B i AR,

TEHTST W) ATl Bred1 o Foged e feemadived 7avg Ted.
S 1 HeFeqd Ui iauia w6 Jehlen STdae JIed HHS [
T B Muir, Zjmmer, weber, Raguzin 3701 Dr.Ghurye I+t Aiseet
R W Dr.Hang, Kern, Dr.Dutt 3707 Dr. Apate il 1 FIT@Sd S T
ﬁﬁ?ﬂmﬁ?ﬁ T8 7 WSS TR, Dr.Hang =41 WA 1 HIRASTd oA
T3 318 7 e auie ggan amta st 3 3@, According to Manu the

four original varnas were created from the mouth, arms thighs and feet

"espectively of Brahma. Then many castes or jatis were produced by series
e ——
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of crosses first between the descendants of these initial unions

states "Assuming that the writers of the law books had before thejr
same kind of social chaos that exists now, the first question that occurs ¢
onc.is.: -From what source did they derive the theory of the four t:aéte(';
..... it is possible that the Brahmanical theory of castes may be nmhin',
more than a modified version of the division of society into four classes -
priests, warriors, cultivators and artisans- which appears in the sacerdotal
literature of ancient Persia....It is not suggested that the Iranian legend of
four classes formed part of the stock of tradition that the Aryans brought
with them into India. Had this been so, the myth relating to their origin
would have figured prominently in the Vedas, and would not have appeared
solely in the Purusha Sukta which most critics agree in regarding as a modem
interpolation. The conjecture is that the relatively modern compilers of the
law books, having become acquainted with the Iranian legend, were
fascinated by its assertion of priestly superemacy, and made use of it as the
basis of the manifold complexities of the caste system"*As per Senart’s
theory about the origin of cast system. "The normal development of ancient
Aryan institutions, which assumed a peculiar form because of the peculiar
condition in India. It is not difficult to assign the beginning of caste system
~ inthe shape of varna division to Indo-Iranian period of history as the fourfold
division of society is found both in the Avestan Persia and Rigvedic India.
......... From these Senart concluds that the leading Principles and
characteristics of the caste system formed part of a stock of usage and

tradition common to all branches of the Aryan race. Suisqaee A a
e A T WA AL FeE ai Hisel 3R, A3 qE FiE e W
Tiee AR, =T FUTTSAT B ST e & Wi e Hped) Hivredr i
Il e, 2.1 FweR A wageE uiqd s i sen @ s IR,
STl el e auiymenTs fagd 3w 3/ 7. /I e TR0 avimd
SafsreRTuT AT e, e Sid TR gie Tl Hiea e e
FeTe AT, ATl AT Ui SO SIS IR Seer s
T, 1 g el ST TTEH el € et & ot et gl elie TR
w1 el ot . for e el e e,

Dr.Nesfield, bring his occupational theory of caste origin according 10

. . . . ¥ A, A 2 'Il
him " caste originated in India long after the Aryan invaders had be¢

i e » ) . nele etine -0“ bcl\\r't."-'ﬂ
absorbed in the mass of the native people and all racial distincti
I e
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e two Set of people, }}ryan and aboriginal, had c!isu_ppcared. Diferent tribes
into guild castes, which tlhen borrowed the principles of endogamy and
prohihiliO“ of commensality from the customs of the old tribes and thereby
solidified themselves into isolated units. The ranking of any caste as high
;)r low depends upon whether the industry represented by the caste belongs
1o an advanced or backward stage of culture. Thus the caste following the
most primitive occupation like hunting, fishing, basket-making etc., are
regarded as lowest, the metal-workers, agriculturists, and traders are higher
in rank, while the highest is of those who are priests and teachers. Lastly,
Nesfield states that " the old four-fold varna division was never actually in
fource in India except as a current tradition, the only reality which attaches
{0 it to this day.""

By the seventh and sixth centuries b.c., the valley of the Ganges
waspopulated by Aryanand non-Aryan tribes, the more primitive not
yetexposed to brahman ritual. Exploitation of the shudra had begun and
therudiments of stratification were visible. The vanquished dasas were
includedin the Aryan social structure, usually as shudras, the fourth
andlowest of the caste orders, although they were forbidden to participate
inthe sacrifice. The three higher castes, collectively known as aryas,
hadcome to be considered ‘‘twice-born™ which meant that their
memberswere eligible for rebirth through ceremonial initiation. Eventually
thatportion of the native population not incorporated into the shudra
stratum(and outside the caste order altogether) appears in the literature as
thenisada, a group with which the Aryans had some intercourse, and
theincorrigible pukkasa and candala, who were held in contempt. Thissocial
system, based on complex occupational, status, and religious
differentiations,still influences Indian life. The status and defining features
ofthe brahmans have undergone less modification than those of the
othergroups, whose functional and status significance has been altered
throughthe years.!”

BT, WTSIER Fear W ST o SAfRiearen R el STHR T w0
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AR ST ARTES : T TR ST SRR S e S
TR SO AT HeRe AT S RTeeTT 3 o JTavde 3Te. g
STeferEer a7 HTE ARTE AT B ST IR S € Hehe T

TRl 37FHE 3. According to the Ghurye " Hindu society is divided into
groups known as Caste with varying degrees of respectability and circles
of intercourse. The outstanding features of Hindu society when it was ruled
by the social philosophy of Caste, unaffected by the modern ideas of rights
and duties, may be discerned to be six: (1) Segmental division of society 2.
Hierarchy 3. Restrictions on feeding and social intercourse 4. Civil and
religious disabilities 5. Lack of unrestricted choice of occupation 6.

Restriction on marriage.? e 39edl Caste in India 1 T[T 7Tl A1 EeheaA

AT Higar1 revraTd, Normally Caste conforms to the following criteria :
(i) A Caste is endogamous. (ii) There are restrictions on commensuality

between members of different castes. (iii) There is a hierarchical grading
of the Brahman at the top. (iv) In various kinds of contacys, especially

those concerned with food, sex and ritual, a member of a high caste is
i-.-__-______
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liable to be polluted by either direct or indirect contact with a Member o,
low caste. (v) Caste are very commonly associated with a tradit
occupation (vi) A man’s status is determined by the circumst
birth, (i.e. the caste in which he is born) unless he is expell
caste for some ritual offence. (vii) The system as a whole is alw
around the prestige.
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