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_ and Dr. Ravindra K. Chavan™

INTRODUGTION

Qrions are ane of the oldest vegetables in continuous-cultivation dating back 1o at least 4,000
BC. The anclent Egyplians are known to have culivated this crep along the Nila river, There are no
known wild ancestors but, the center of angin is believad to be Alghamstan: and the sirrotrding ragrr.m
Onians are am-uhg the most widely adapted vegetable crops. They can be grown from the tropics 1o
subartiic tegions (George & Kelley). Well dreined soilé are required for the onion cultivation, Shallow
and deep soil 1$ also usad in onlon management practices, 6.0 7 PH range Is the suitable range far
onion cultivation, This type of pH is uselul fer uptake of micranutriant and manwure in the soil. Onian
cuitivation grows below 1300 meire attituds, 500-700 mm rainfall, and 15-30 "¢ temperature ran ga
\.E; There ‘are HYV of onion, Red Pinoy F1, Red Credle, Bombay Red, Texas early Grana Seeds are
the main varieties coltivated in India, Purple Blotch, Downey mildew, Rust, fusarium rot are the main
disease necurs in onion crop at varisus growth stages. Routine spray and preventicnal measures,
dispase resistance vareting, proper crap totation, destruction of residual of crops afier harvest, use
of ceriified seads are the main measures to avercome the disease free onion praduchion.

OBJECTIVES

1. To study production of onion in India (2013-13 10 2016-17).
2. Toanalyse marhat grrival of gnion (2012-13 10 2018-17). : sy
3, Toeramine anion price anu expor of anion from India, TQU F ﬂ E’ﬁ,‘ i

STUDY REGION, DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY

India as a whole with its states and union territories are taken broeadly for the data analysis, The
regearch j8 biased on secondary data. The ranking of state wise enion production far five yeaaris laken
in corigideration (2012-13 16 2016-17), ‘States ara ranked according to production and percentage
of snare of share of groduction of india. Varlous reports. books, research journals, websies are
ravizied for the witing of the research paper,

pa s

Table-1: Onlon Transplanting, Harvesting Period and Production

b (Production in Lakh Tonnes)
Spasan Transplanting Harvasting Period Five year Average Production
Preduciion (2012-13 201617
to 2018-17)
Khrr July < Auigust Oittober- Decemtior io | 34
Lete Kharil | Sgtober - Nowember January- March ah

"Shankatesn Jagatay, Ans snd Comments Collage Waghol Tar-foregaon Dest-
**firts and Commerce College, Satdra. (Maherashiral.
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Beazon Transplanting Harvesting Period Five year Average | Production
Production (2012-13 2016-17
1o 2016-T)
Rabl Decamber - January End of March to hay 128 145
Tatal 187 EBEd

Source; Slate Deparments of Horlicuiture & Agricuture

Onion is mainly transplanted it kharif {rainy), late Khatip (late rainy) and rabi (winter) season,
Ehanif onion is transplanted in luly-August. late Kharp in October-November and rabi in December-
January. From the plantatlon to harvesting perlod enlon takes 80 to 120.days ke 3 to 4 months
depending upon the soil, climate, HYV used. In Kharlp season transplanted anion Is harvested in
October to December, late kharif onion transplantad Is harvesiad in 2anuary-March and Rabi Season
plantatmn Is haweﬂied in end of Marcl to May.

From 2012-13 10 2076-17, 30 lakh lonneés avsrage anion is produced in kharif sesson, In

(20418417, In khan seasen 34 lakh tonnes onion is produced. At late kharif 2012-13 to 2016-17 38
[lakh tonnes anion is produced and in 2018-17, productian was 45 lakh tonnes: In rabbl season 2012-
13 to 2018-17, cnion produchion was 128 lakh metric fonnes, In 2016-17 145 lakh melric tonnes
prqductlnn of dnionwas in Imdia. The tot3l five yaar average prod uctian in India was 187 lakh mat:rt

tonfies gnd In 269617 it was 228 lakh m%lg,}c tor 35.-_._,,._

Table:2: Ranking of State Wise Onion Pruduc.‘[m 'Frﬁﬂ?‘gmducﬂun in ‘000 Tonnes)

| State/Uts Five Year Aqéia‘g‘g_ 2016417 Rank accarding
| (2092-13 Ta 2016:17) 1o production
Production e Production %
Share Share
| Maharashtra =t pas ] 28,59 g734.7 3003 1
Madhys Pradesh Zans. ¢ 16,16 37218 16.50 z
| Karnalaka 26667 t3 64 30495 136 3
- Gujerat 12658 5.42 12802 5,75 4
| Binar 12811 F.25 1248 5:57 5
| Andhra Pradesh ORE.41 502 216543 4,09 &
| Rajasthan G4527 4.8 11483 e 7
| Haryans 661,12 3.36 £82:94 3.05 g
Tarnil Nad 456,73 2.3 60677 | 435 9
| Uar Pradesh 12046 2,48 fpide J " 1 10
| West Bangal 408.42 2.6 ﬁﬁ@_ 208 1
| Ddisha 400.26 @031 Al 37864 aliESra by 12
| ChRattisgarh 33508 ST 42208 WEmMGL] 18
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State/Uts Five Year Average 2016-17 Rank according

{2072-13 To 2016-17) ta production

Production % Production | %
Share Share
Telangana 33482 1.7 402,37 119 14
Jharkhand 02,53 1.84 20258 1.3 15
Purnjab 180.68 0.97 20255 09 18
Jammu & fi5.04 0.3 89.18 EY 17
Kashmir
Assam B0.74 026 At.28 0.38 18
Himachal 4417 0.22 5045 oz 19
_Prnd&h -

9 Uttarakhard 3058 0.2 4177 019 20
Others 17.26 0.09 17.89 0.08 21
Nagaland 117 004 729 0.03 22
Mizotam £.81 D04 Bid4 .04 23
hsgtialnyn 438 NNz a8 (5 ] 24
Manipur | q.09 ooz 6.2 003 25
Sikkim 1.78 0.01 1683 pm 25
Fripura 144 0.0% d2e 0.1 27
Kerala 0.08 o 0 0 28
TOTAL | 1976014 100,00 m% 100,00

Source: State Deparmunts ot Horiculiura & Agticullure FONE GO

Table-2 revals the ranking of state wise onion production i Indis (2012-13 18 2018417), In

@ India, in state wise production Maharashira ranks first. The five year average (2012-13 1o 2016-17)
production of onion was 582982 thousard tonnes having 29.59 % share of total onion production,
Maharashira, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat and Bihar are the top five onion producers states
in India. Madnya Pradesh ranks second in nion production having 18,18 percent production share,
In five year average, Kamataka ranks 3rd position, with 2686 71 thousand tonnes production & 13684
% share of production in India. Andhra Pradesh having 988,41 thousand tonnes production with 5.02
% share and ranks sixth position in Indta. The nonh eastern States, Nagaland, Mizoram, Meghatzya,
Manipur, Sikkim & Tripura having lowest onion production. These states ran in lowest omon praduction,
Nagaland having 7.17 thousand tonnes production, ranks 22 and 0.04% share in production, Mizoram
having 6.891 thousand tonnes onion production ranks 23 with .04 0 produdtion, Meghataya
with 4.38 thousand tannes enion produchion ranks 24 with 0. iy all ingia onion production,
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Table-3: All India Monthly Arrivals of Onion (A&rrivals in ‘000" Tonnes)

Edi Care « [S5N; 2318-5282 « Volurme 1%, Numbar 18

Manth Five Year Average (2072-2016) Rank
Jaruary 1244 55
May 1080.92 Z
Décember 10504 3
Fitirary BB TT 4
| April 91704 £
March 814.3 B
fang go8.44 Tkagha, T 71
November 839,04 N iﬁ"" B
Cotaber ot B
July 72887 10
Seplember 563,14 ik
| August £69.70 12

Soutce Agmarknst {Compiasd by suthan

17

Table 3 reveals that, fiva year average (2012-2018) reveals that highest arrival of anion in Month
of Jantiary. In January 1244 55 thousanid tonnes anlon was arrived In Indian market. In August/2012-
20718) monthly arrival of onion was B89.78 TMT which Is lowest ardvgata! onion in Indian meckat &

it has got highest price. December, January and may (2012-2075) p4
Indian, Market at these period prices per quintal of onion degre<s

| Momth | Yoar's Averags
i 2014 2015 2016 2017
| January 17671.3 16855 17598 1302.1 163483
| Febriary 1745 1748.7 11426 12187 131883
March 126%.4 1528.1 1407.4 11147 133015
| Apri 12835 14217 1159.2 1870.3 1231.18
L May 12588 1707.3 1120.8 10117 128690
| Jure 15581 20713 1235.1 12812 | © 152143
[ July 21500 227658 13572 12252 176205
S| August 21837 3570.2 1235.0 22385 2331.88
| Septembes 2020.5 4459 1 1053.7 19984 238288
| Oolaber 20712 216 11795 4555 341,20
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Maonth Year's Average
2014 2015 2016 2017
Novermbier 18725 27692 1175.8 NTET 252,73
December 16735 1874.1 1204.2 25375 208733
Average 169201 2421.22 1254.07 1749642

-Source; Agmiarknet Paral (Somgiled by Authan

Tatile 4 reveals, Monthly average wholessle pricas of Dnion In India. In January 2014, price
of onion per quintsl was 1791.30 rupees. in 2015, 1685.5 rupees, in 2016 Rs. 1758.60 In 2017 Rs.
1302.10. In January four yesrs (2014-2017) average price of onicn was Rs, 1634,63 per quintal. In
February 2014, monthly average whalssale price was Rs, 1171.5, In 2015 Rs, 17458.7 in 2016, Rs.
11426 in 2017 Rs. 1210.7.The four year average whelesale prices of onion was 1318 83 rupees
per quintal. In March 2014 average wholesale prices of onlon was Rs, 1268.4, In 2015 Rs. 152001,
In 2018 Rs. 14074, In 2017 1174.7 rupees per quintal. The average price of March 2014 to 2017
was 1330 15 rupees per quintal. From 2014 to 2017 Month of August September and October are
the months having highest average price. The average onion price per quinial from 2674-2017
(August) was 2331.88 Rupees, The highest average price in September was 2382.85 rupees. In
October 2014-2015 the average price per quintal was 2341.30 rupees, The average annual price
per quintal in 2014 was 1692.01 rupees, In2015 242122 rupees In 2016, 1254.07 rupees, In 2017,

o

1796.42 rupees,
e R —
Table-5 Export of Onion-2016-17 Source, ﬁﬁ@?
Maonth January February March Aipril May June
Export 1.80 1,88 2,45 1,85 Zag 1.50
Ranking 7 2 8 g 7 §
Morth July Aunus! Sepember Detobir Movember | Decernber
Expor: 1.54 1,85 197 2.04 1.90 2.57
Rasking 4 g 1 8 8 3

Tabia= 5 ghigs the information sbaut expart of anion from india to overseas, Top exporting
destination was Banglagdesh, Malaysiz, United Arab Emirates and S lanka. In Year 201817 the
total onion export was 2416 lakh metric tonnes. The highest export was in Decamber 2018-17 (2,57
lakty MT). In January 2016-17, 1.90 lakh MT onions were exported. In February 1.98 lakh MT, March
2.15 |akh MT, April 1.95 lakh MT, May 2.30 Lakh MT. June 1,90 lakh MT, July 154 lakh MT, August
1.95 MT, Sept 1,97 lakh MT, October 2,04 (akh MT anion was exported. '

CONCLUSION

Rabbiseason 5 the best season for the onion transplantation, In rabi season fram 2012-13 10
2016-17 onion production in India was 128 lakh tonnes. Maharashtra ranks first in Onion praduction
followed by Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat 2nd Binar, Maharashia having 5828.82 thousand
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tonnes onjon production with 28.88% production share of india. Nagstand, Mizoram, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Sikkim, Tripura and Kerala are the lowest anion producer states in India, These states
are having below B thousand metric tonnes onion produchion. In September 2015, monthly average
wholesale price of onion was 445910 rupees per quintal i the highest average price. In January
highest omon arrives in Indian market which turns 1o price fall; |n 2016-17 the total onion export
Wwas 24,16 lakh metric tornes, Highest export was in Decembier and lowest was in July 2016-1 T.
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Onion Proguction Blanning 1o Centrol Production Flictuations and Increase Pradurces's Revenue

,  The Time of India. 231d December, 20413 "The Grest Indian Snion Rabbery!

\White Onion Culfivalion i FRELAD Project 2013-14 — Success Stary (Jain Imigation Systems Lid. Jetgeon)
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